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of aggression, as which of the claimants among
the French themselves it was wiser for the colonies
to support. A certain Charles de la Tour had
been commissioned by the Governor-General of
Acadia or Nova Scotia as lieutenant of the region
east of the St. Croix, and another, Charles de
Menou, Sieur d'Aulnay-Charnise, as lieutenant of
the region between the St. Croix and the Penob-
scot. When the Governor-General died in 1635,
a contest for the governorship took place between
these two men, and not unnaturally volunteers
from Massachusetts aided La Tour, whose original
jurisdiction was farthest removed from their
colony. Trade on these northeastern coasts was
deemed essential to the prosperity of the New
Englanders, and it was considered of great impor-
tance to make no mistake in backing the wrong
claimant. D'Aulnay, or more correctly Aulnay,
had been partly responsible for the attack on the
Plymouth trading-posts, but, on the other hand,
he had the stronger title; and Massachusetts was
a good deal perplexed as to what course to pur-
sue. In 1644, Aulnay sent a commissioner to
Boston, who conversed with Governor Endecott
In French and with the rest of the magistrates in
Latin and endeavored to arrange terms of peace,